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been so nearly filled by convenient understudies that none
but a very critical historical audience would have detected
a false line or gesture. The greatness of these historic figures
lies in their eminent fitness for the place into which they
fell, each and several, in the unfolding of events. So great
and unfailing is the degree of this fitness of each for his
role, that the question unavoidably suggests itself: Did not
the role create the personage out of commonplace plastic
material, rather than the personage create the role? Seeing "
that the personages in question proved themselves quite
commonplace in other bearings than those immediately in-
volved in the action of the historical drama in which they
pkyed their part, and seeing that the conjuncture of events
would scarcely have tolerated a different line of action in
case the players had been quite commonplace also in those
respects in which they are greatest.
It is true, there runs through this line of Prussian states-
men a certain characteristically callous disingenuousness,
such as would in many another setting properly have been
rated as of heroic stature; but then, the cordial and un-
qualified commendation of this trait in their typical states-
men argues that the Prussian community should have been
able at anytime to meet any reasonable demand for a sup-
ply of statesmen eminent in just this quality. In a way, this
appears also to be a commonplace trait in the circles from
which these great statesmen were drawn and on which they
drew. One is induced to believe that this distinguishing trait
of Prussian statecraft is a product of habituation, and so a
trait of Prussian civilisation, rather than a peculiar obliquity
occurring sporadically in a few extreme variants of that